
Brother Sojourners, 

Welcome to the dog days of August.  

Hopefully youõre keeping your cool, and 

protecting yourself against the heat and 

sun! 

Thank you for a great meeting last 

month.  We had 28 Sojourners and 
guests attendingéthe largest number in 

months!  Letõs keep that up!  Remem-

ber, this is part of our RENEWAL effort 

this year.  Renewing out commitment 

to OD 364 is about participation.   

I think everyone enjoyed our pro-

gram last month.  If you didnõt come, 

you missed a great presentation on 

òMidget Submarines at Pearl Harbor.ó  

Captain John Rodgaard, USN (ret.) kept 

everyone in rapt attention as he told us 

about his team proving the Japanese 

used submarine warfare to attack our 

ships on that fateful December morning 

in 1941.  Many questions were asked, 

and answered, and Capt. Rodgaard re-

ceived rigorous applause at the end.  A 

big hand to 1st VP Kent Webber for ar-

ranging the speaker.    

This month, thanks to Kent, we will 

have a presentation on spies, aerial at-

tacks, and strained US relations with 

Cuba.  Thomas Van Hare, co-author of 

an important new book, Betrayal, will be 

our guest speaker.  Betrayal details an 

infamous incident in which four humani-

tarian pilots were blown out of the 

skies over the Straits of Florida on Feb-

ruary 24, 1996 by Cuban MIGs.  The 

book is based on 13 years of investiga-

tion and reveals how the shoot down 

was actively facilitated by a Cuban spy 

ring operating on American soil.  Van 

Hareõs career includes stints in defense 

and foreign policy as a White House 
appointee.  He has flown search and 

rescue missions as a command pilot and 

mission director off the coast of Cuba, 

helping to save lives of refugees.  He has 

directed disaster relief missions in over 

20 nations.  Today, he is executive di-

rector of TF Hawk, a defense services 

and air recon (ISR) company in Virginia.  

This is one you donõt want to miss! 

Also, at our last meeting, we voted 

another new member into our ranks.   

Bro. Col. (USAFR (Ret.)) Charles Hu-

ettnerõs application for MIP was ac-

cepted, and we look forward to him 

officially joining us soon!  Bro. Kent 

Webber has been busy this monthéhe 

was the endorser on Bro. Charlesõ ap-

plication.  Remember, RENEWAL is 

also about renewing our ranks.  Kent 

has already found his òreliefóéhave you 

found yours yet? 

Again, I look forward to seeing you 

on Wednesday, August 19th.   Oh, and 

bring a friend.  Even better, bring a po-

tential candidate for membership!    

 Sincerely and Fraternally, 

  

 Joe Spruill 
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Old Dominion Chapter #364 

Commanderôs Message 

On the occasion of our July Bivouac the weather 

conditions at Collingwood on the Potowmack  were 

reminiscent of Brother Washingtonõs timeé.a hot, 

muggy and rainy evening.  Never-the-less thanks to 

Jerry and Judy Kunkle, eleven Heroes and four 

Camp Followers enjoyed a repast of òDogs and Bur-

gersó Cole slaw and potato salad followed by an ice 
cream sandwich in air conditioned comfort that our 

Brother could only imagine.  Heroes Johnny Mayers 

and Kent Webber manned the grill, Richard Abell 

and Ralph Smith served as runners and Scotty Cam-

eron was the off site supervisor. Heroes, Les Albers, 

Woody Bentley, Terry Gigure, Bill MacBrayne and 

Bob Klementz joined those listed above together 

with Camp Followers Charlotte Crane, Barbara Kle-

mentz, Judy Kunkle and Dotty Smith to enjoy the 

meal. The Camp was opened in public by Com-

mander Ralph Smith and the first order of business 

was to continue the tradition started by Chief of 

Staff, Past Commander Woody Bentley, by having 

him present a Light Horse Harry Lee cockade to 

Heroes Abell and Gigure as testimony of their at-

tendance at Camp.  (Any Hero not having received 

this honor and award can obtain the same just by 

attending a Bivouac or Encampment). 

Past Commander Les Albers presented the His-

tory of the Flag program assisted by Heroes Abell 

and Gigure at the conclusion of which a rather lively 

discussion ensued regarding numerous anecdotes 

and tidbits of history.  Each of the flags explained 

hark back to Emersonõs poem which starts:  éóBy 

the rude bridge that arched the flood,  

Their flag to Aprilõs breeze unfurled,  

Here once the embattled farmers stood,  

And fired the shot heard round the worldóé 

The Commander asked all present to make their 

schools, churches, clubs, etc. aware of our Heroes 
programs that we might convey this light to our 

communities. 

The next Bivouac scheduled was announced as 

Wednesday 30 September.  Those of you who have 

not attended for a while are encouraged to share 

and  enjoy the fellowship of the Camp.  With noth-

ing further demanding the attention of the Camp, 

Chaplain pro tem Terry Gigure delivered the closing 

prayer and the Camp was closed. 

EIAR Ralph W. Smith Jr., P. P. 

  Commander 

Heroes Color Guard at Congressional Cemetery, Washington, 

DC, 18 April 2009 for the Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion dedication of graves for Revolutionary War veterans John 

Kinney and Thomas Tucker. 

L-r: Les Albers, Douglas Jordan (Seth Warner Camp), Charles 

Wagner  

This Date in Historyé. 

 
August 2, 1861, the Grand Lodge of Colorado was formed  

August 4, 1753, George Washington received his Master 

Mason degree in Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia  

August 7, 1877, the Grand Lodge of New Mexico was 

formed August 14, 1826, William Morgan obtained a copy-

right for Illustrations of Masonry, By One of the Fraternity Who 

Has Devoted Thirty Years to the Subject, a book that publicly 

exposed the secrets of Masonic ritual. Although many similar 

books had been published before, this caused great excite-

ment, and led to the "Morgan affair" and the Antimasonic 

Party of the 1820s and 1830s. 

 August 16, 1851, the Grand Lodge of Oregon was founded. 

August 21, 1993, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and thou-

sands of Freemasons dedicated the Friend to Friend Masonic 

Monument in the cemetery in Gettysburg, commemorating 

acts of kindness between Freemasons who fought on oppo-

site sides in the American Civil War.   

August 27, 1920, Warren G. Harding (U.S. President 1921-

1923) received his 3rd degree in Marion Lodge #70, Ohio. 
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August 2009 

Opening / Call to Order  

The July stated meeting of Old Dominion Chapter 

364 National Sojourners was held in the Arlington-

Fairfax Elks Lodge No. 2188 at 8421 Arlington 

Boulevard, Fairfax, VA 22031. We enjoyed an excel-

lent dinner and most of all the fellowship that sur-

rounded our membership. Attendance: 28.  
The Chapter was called to order by President Joe 

Spruill at 1930 hours followed by the Posting of the 

Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance. Brother Scotty 

Cameron delivered the Toast to the Flag and Acting 

Chaplain Pro Tem Thomas Little offered the open-

ing prayer. The Purposes of National Sojourners 

was delivered by Kent Webber.  

Correspondence (Secretary Les Albers):  

1. Two letters were sent to Sojourners who have 

transferred into the area.  

2. A letter was sent to a Mason seeking information 

about the Chapter.  

Secretary: Minutes of the last meeting (June 17, 

2009) were approved by acclamation  

Treasurer: Checking account: $2,696.92; Capitol 

One Money Market account $8,919.35  

Commander LHHL (Commander Ralph Smith): 

Next Heroes Bivouac at Camp Collingwood: July 

29. Menu: Cookout. Program: Historical Flag Cere-

mony.  

Introductions and Welcome: Worshipful master 

F.J.Pepper, Lodge #353; Brother Ed Arndt, Emeri-

tus, National Trustee, PP, PC; Bro. Scotty Cameron, 

Emeritus, PP, PC; Bro. Kent Webber, National 

Trustee.  

Committee Reports:  

1. ROTC (Commander Smith): Reviewed chapter 

Americanism and Excellence in Patriotism Awards.  

2. Sick and distressed: President Spruill & All  

a. Jack Canard recovers from a shoulder injury.  
b. Thomas Little asked us to remember his nephew, 

Noah, and his medical challenges.   

c. Ray Whitney's wife, Carol, recovers from sur-

gery.  

3. Collingwood (Bro. Mayers): Activities are sched-

uled through October. The fund drive is in August. 

Please come and visit.  

 

Old Business: None  

New Business: MIP application received from 

Charles Huettner, submitted by Kent Webber.  

American Youth Leadership Conference: The Turn-

ers are taking two candidates to the event.  

Program:  

1. I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  K e n t  W e b b e r .  
2.  John Rodgaard gave an interesting, exciting, and 

informative presentation on the Japanese midget 

submarine attacks at Pearl Harbor. It was out-

standing.  

Commanderõs remarks (President Joe Spruill): Next 

meeting: August 19.  

Closing:  

1. Th e  g a v e l  w a s  p a s s e d  t o  a l l .  

2.  Chaplain Pro Tem, Little, gave the closing prayer 

 and the Chapter closed at 2115.  

3. Dona t ions  t o  Co l l i ng wood :  $34 .  

4. Color  guard ret i red the colors.  

 

   At your service, Les Albers 

L-r: President Joe Spruill (CAPT, USN), Guest Speaker 

John Rodgaard (CAPT, USN), WWII Veteran Bro. Scotty 

Cameron (COL, USAF) 


