
Regardless of our religious roots, 

this month has come to represent a time 

for reflection, for hope, for sharing 

through gifts, for preparing for a new 

year.  It is many things to many people 

and the memories of most are more 

valuable than gold. 
On December 23rd, 1776 Thomas 

Paine uttered those immortal words: 

“These are the times that try men’s 

souls.”  On December 25th General and 

Brother George Washington initiated a 

daring and successful attack in the battle 

of Trenton. 

As we gather for our last meeting of 

2007 we will host a number of wounded 

veterans for dinner and be entertained 

by a youth string ensemble. The former 

to help us remember what the true cost 

of freedom is.  That we are only a gen-

eration from losing that which our fore-

fathers established for us.  The latter to 

remind us that they are the hope of the 

future provided that we have made for 

them a firm foundation assisted through 

our Sojourner’s / Heroes outreach pro-

grams that include but are not limited to 

Freedoms Foundation, Flag ceremonies 

and the presentation of colors. 

Come and share a time of joy with 

the Chapter. 
Dottie joins me in wishing you a 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and a 

New Year complete with good health 

and happiness. 

  Ralph W. Smith, Jr. 

  President 

President’s Message 

December Meeting Information 

The next chapter meeting is on Wednesday, December 19, 2007, at the Arlington-Fairfax 

BPO Elks Lodge located at 8421 Arlington Blvd (US 50), Fairfax, VA 22031. 

Make your reservations through Brother Joe Spruill, at Joe.Spruill@yahoo.com or call: 

703-615-6275. Or notify your Calling Committee Member. Dinner cost: $20.00 per person.  DEAD-

LINE IS 1200 HOURS, MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2007! 

UNIFORM OF THE DAY: Christmas Business Attire 

Social one hour before dinner. Dinner at 1900 hours in Fairfax Room (on Lower Floor of Lodge). 
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Golfer’s Dream 
Latest from Bro. Dan Levin’s surgery for 

“Droopy Eyelids.”   
 
Hi Ron: 
Droopy eyes are no more. All is well. I had the 

stitches taken out yesterday (Nov. 20) and the 
doc was very pleased with the results. Swelling 
should be gone in a couple of weeks. The Doc 
says it will take at least 10 strokes off my golf 
game. My kind of Doc. 

Have a great Thanksgiving. 
Danny 
 
As a Bro. golfer, I would request that Bro. 

Danny provide me with his doctors name. 
Ron 

Commander’s Message 
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Bro. Joe Spruill and son at the Cliffs of 

Moher, County Clare, Ireland around 

November 12, 2007. 

Brother Heroes: 

This month we celebrate the birth of 

our Savior and even the non-believers 

recognize the season of joy and recon-

ciliation.  We are so fortunate to be men 

of faith and men of purpose, and enter-

ing this wonderful season once more.  I 

wish you all the best of the season. 

Masonry teaches us to seek the light – 

the knowledge and truth that make us 

better men.  National Sojourners urges 

us to find ways to promote Americanism 

and Patriotism and support our National 

defense.   

Our presence in Heroes uniforms en-

ables us to be a visible symbol of all that 

Masonry and Sojourners stands for.  

When we do not participate in ceremo-

nies and activities in the Heroes uni-

form, we miss an opportunity to spread 

these important messages.  When we do 

not attend the Heroes bivouacs and en-

campments, we fail those Sojourners 

who are passing through the initiation 

ceremony to become a Hero.  They 

sense that we do not fully believe in and 

support what our organizations stand 

for.  In other words, we let down all our 

brothers, those that came before, those 

with us now, and those who will join us 

in the future.  These may be strong 

words, but the lack of participation by 

those who are members of the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp is highly dis-

turbing and has hampered our ceremo-

nies. 

As we review the past year and prepare 

for 2008, please recommit yourself to 

your chapter and your camp.  Let us see 

you joining us at our meetings and biv-

ouacs in 2008. 

  Woody Bentley 

  Commander 



Minutes of the Meet-

ing, November 14, 2007 

On Wednesday, Novem-

ber 14, 2007, twenty-two 

members and guests met at 

the Arlington/Fairfax Elks 

Lodge for our dinner meet-

ing.  Pres. Ralph Smith rang 

the dinner bell at 1900 

hours and Bro. Frank 

Dunaway presented Grace.  

A very tasty turkey dinner 

was served and a great 

pumpkin pie followed. 

At 1955 hrs, Pres. Smith 

called the meeting to order 

and all recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Bro. Frank 

Dunaway attended the Bible 

and presented The Opening 

Prayer.  Bro. Scotty Cam-

eron recited the Toast to 

the Flag and Pres. Smith 

presented the Purposes of 

the National Sojourners.  

Pres. Smith then recognized 

all visiting VIP members/

guests and ladies, headquar-

ters secretary Renee Mal-

zahn and her husband 

David, and Bro. Mike Kastle 

who had not been with us 

for a while.  

Secretaryõs Desk:  The 

minutes for October were 

approved.  A letter was re-

ceived 10/19/07 from Cadet 

Robert Hale thanking the 

Chapter for inviting him to 

ROTC night in October. A 

letter was received on 

10/20/07 from Bro. Wm J. 

Ellenberger, Escondido, CA, 

and member of Camp Pen-

dleton No.243, bringing us 

up to date on his current 

situation and that he will be 

100 years young on 

01/14/08. Bro. Ellenberger is 

a multiple MIP member of 

No. 364 (02/14/1986) and a 

Hero of 76.  On 10/30/07, a 

notice was received from 

Bro. Bob Mason, SOCAL 

Area Rep, that he had been 

notified that Bro. Ellenber-

ger was burned out during 

the recent California fires. 

An email was received on 

10/20/07 from Bro. Don 

Shaw thanking the Chapter 

for the donation to the Ko-

rean War Memorial to be 

built in Springfield, IL.  A 

notice was received from 

Bro. Jerry Kunkle on 

10/25/07 canceling the Fed 

Area Encampment.  An 

email was received 10/28/07 

from Bro. John Cole advis-

ing that misinformation was 

published in the OD 364 

Newsletter concerning the 

year Lady Betty Cole had a 

stroke...it was in June, 2002 

at the National Convention 

in Alabama.  Our apologies 

were extended to Bro. 

John. Emails have been re-

ceived from Bro. Joe Spruill, 

2nd VP, who is in Ireland 

vacationing with his son...he 

thanks those who attended 

his retirement ceremonies 

and wishes all a good meet-

ing in November.  Reply 

letters were sent out to 

Bros. Ellenberger, Mason, 

Numkin, Shaw, Cole, and 

Spruill. 

Treasurers Report: 

Bro. John Mayers reported 

we have $1337.01 in the 

regular account...and 

$8508.59 in the Savings ac-

count. 

Programs:  Pres. Smith 

reported that he would try 

to get the Vets here for the 

December meeting.  He 

also plans to have a stringed 

ensemble and, the man in 

the red suit. 

Sick Distressed:  Bro. 

Ray Whitney is back home 

however, his leg is still 

bothering him.  He hopes to 

join us for the Dec. meet-

ing.  Bro. Monty Quick is 

staying close to home due 

to Lady Joan’s physical con-

dition. He sends his best to 

all.  Bro. Bob Klementz 

talked with Bro. Phil Tilson 

and he is doing better and 

plans to go to the Mid-

winter meeting.  Dan Levin 

had surgery for drooping 

eyelids on 11/13...we hope 

it improves his golf.  Bro. 

Frank Dunaway reported 

that Lady Connie had an-

other fall last week and the 

doctor said she had a 

“football injury”...and to 

come back after a month if 

it still hurts.  Bro. John 

Mayer is having cataract 

surgery on Friday 

11/16...our Treasurer defi-

nitely needs good eyes. (At 

this writing Bro. John did 

well)  Lady Harrington is 

down with a serious cough 

and is on antibiotics...we 

hope she repairs soon. 

Heroes:  Bro. Cmndr 

Woody Bentley reported 

we had a Bivouac on 

10/30/07.  We have a new 

Hero of 76, Bro. Bob Bar-

truff who “crossed the D” 

with flying colors.  As VP of 

the Collingwood Board, 

Bro. Woody reported that 

ground has been broken for 

the American Legacy Cen-

ter.  Some issues that were 

raised caused a special 

meeting to be held and have 

been settled under the 

Board of Directors and the 

construction is moving on.  

From the Secretary’s Desk 
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Remember to wear 

Business Attire to 

the October 

Meeting. 

 

Donations in support would 

be appreciated.   

Program:  Pres Smith 

discussed the beginnings of 

“Armistice Day,” the roots 

of Veterans Day, which be-

gan in 1918 upon the sign-

ing between the Allies and 

the Germans, which was to 

end all wars   Five million 

American people served, 

there were fifty three thou-

sand battle related deaths, 

and sixty three thousand 

non-battle related deaths. 

On November 11, 1919, 

President Wilson declared 

Armistice Day to honor the 

dead, and in 1921, the 

Tomb of the Unknown was 

celebrated and Congress 

declared the day to honor 

all Americans who served in 

the War to end all wars.  

WW II and the Korean 

War prompted President 

Eisenhower in 1954 to de-

clare November 11 as Vet-

erans Day to honor those 

veterans of all wars.  

Closing: There being no 

further business, the gavel 

was passed and a few com-

ments were made.  Bro. 

Dunaway presented the 

Closing Prayer and all sang 

the Closing Song.  The 

Chapter was officially 

closed at 2055 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Ronald A. Dooley 

 Secretary/Adjutant 
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   THE NEWS LETTER STAFF AND WEB MASTER WANT TO WISH 

ALL OF YOU A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON AND A BETTER 

NEW YEAR.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK AND SUGGES-

TIONS.  WE WILL STRIVE TO MAKE THE CHAPTER #364 NEWS-

LETTER INFORMATIVE AND TIMELY. 

         JANINE CHATFIELD, EDITOR 

         HANDLEY WARD, WEB MASTER 

         RON DOOLEY, SECRETARY 


