
Do you remember where the term òThe 

Greatest Generationó came from? A short 

trip via most internet search engines will let 

us know that it came from the title of Tom 

Brokawõs best selling book and refers to 

those born between 1911 and 1924 who 

fought in WW II and some in Korea.  

Who and what made them the òGreatest 

Generationó? I have to believe that they 

were a reflection of a society whose parents 

transmitted to them the fundamental con-

cepts of the Constitution, and civil law to-

gether with a vivid history of how our coun-

try came to be, and invoked a discipline rife 

with responsibility and accountability. 

For those of you as long in the tooth as 

myself, where were you on Sunday Decem-

ber 7, 1941? What were you doing? What 

was the conversation amongst your family 

and friends at the close of that day? What 

changes took place in your community in 

the days, weeks, months and years to come? 

Has there been a change in our society? If 

so, when did it begin to manifest itself? 

Where will it take us? 

We are looking forward to Military Night 

at our October 17 meeting when hopefully 

we will honor a number of ROTC / JROTC 

students. These young men and women are 

the seeds of leadership held in readiness to 

confront the challenges of a world that we 

can not yet imagine. Let us be certain that 

we have done all in our power to transmit 

to them the òDNAó of that Greatest Gen-

eration.  Fraternally, 

 

  Ralph W. Smith, Jr. 

  President 

Presidentõs Message 

October Meeting Information 

The next chapter meeting is on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 , at the Arlington-Fairfax 

BPO Elks Lodge located at 8421 Arlington Blvd (US 50), Fairfax, VA 22031. 

Make your reservations through Brother JOE SPRUILL , Chairman of Membership/Call 

Committee, at: Joe.Spruill@yahoo.com or cell: 703-615-6275. Or notify your Calling Committee 

Member. Dinner cost: $20.00 per person. 

NEW DEADLINE IS 1200 HOURS, MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007!  

UNIFORM OF THE DAY: Business Attire 

Social one hour before dinner. Dinner at 1900 hours in Fairfax Room (on Lower Floor of Lodge). 
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Bro. Phil Tilson Update 

 

Phil has completed his first week of 

chemo and radiation. A few of the normal 

side effects have been present, but as usual, 

it hasn't slowed him down. He is still exer-

cising 3 days a week, dining out with friends 

and enjoying himself. Five more weeks and 

his treatment will be done and we will go 

from there.  

Thanks to all for your prayers and support. 



Brethren: 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS TO ALL.  I 

look forward to seeing many of you at our 

next Camp bivouac on Tuesday, October 

30 at 6:30PM.  Please note that it is on a 

Tuesday and not Wednesday.  It will again 

be a great opportunity to share in fun and 

fellowship with our fellow Heroes.   

Our future Camp schedule remains the 

same as previously published.  However, an 

important Patriotism and Americanism 

event is taking place at Collingwood on Sat-

urday afternoon; Nov. 3.  We need many 

Heroes in uniform to assist in making this 

joint project between Collingwood and the 

National Sojourners Americanism Commit-

tee a success.  We have invited about 100 

senior citizens from area retirement homes 

for the activities.  These will include an 

opening ceremony, retreat, folding the flag 

demonstration, several Americanism speak-

ers, and a reenactor demonstration.  Please 

let Larry Lisle or me know if you can attend 

to assist in the ceremonies and events.  

Our Federal Area Encampment for this 

year will be held on November 17, at 

Collingwood.  We have proposed one of 

our own OD 364 members as a rekruit for 

this ceremony. Let us all attempt to be a 

part of this Heroes activity if it is within the 

length of our cable tow.  This will be the 

first encampment for our new Federal Area 

Representative Jerry Kunkel.  Letõs show 

him our support. 

Please take to heart my comments in the 

last newsletter regarding our commitment 

to participation.  We need you to come to 

bivouacs, encampments, and assist in 

Americanism and Bridge of Light Ceremo-

nies. 

Saturday, October 27 will be the Colling-

wood Work Day.  I would invite our He-

roes to make a good showing to help with 

this important work. 

For our October 30 meeting, the guards 

have captured someone who claims to be a 

soldier who was skulking around our camp 

area.  He will be carefully interrogated and 

judged at our meeting.  Come and partici-

pate. 

If you have been attending the last few 

meetings and know a Hero who has not 

been present, please reach out and invite 

him to join us at our Oct. 30 bivouac?  It 

does seem to make a difference when 

someone reaches out to you and specifi-

cally invites you to participate. 

  Woody Bentley 

  Commander 

Commanderõs Message 

Pictured to the left is our own Bro. CDR 

Philip Grant Graessel, II getting ready to 

Expeditionary in Iraq.  Bro. Grant is 

Number 10 from the left, the one behind 

the Admiralõs left shoulder and behind 

the guy with the M-16.  Bro. Grant we 

are all thinking of you and wish you a 

safe tour. 
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